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WASHINGTON CITY.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 10, 1868.
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OFPICIAL.
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT,
hd-ﬁ&aﬁud“d_m“-
ABGISTERS OF LAND OFFICER.

Win. E. Keefer, at Springfield, Tlinos.
Jesse Braden, at Chariton, Tows, vice James Baker, re-

E. L. 'T. Blake, Tullahassee, Florida.
Geo. L. Curry, Oregon City, O. T., vice R. Wileox, re-

Stevens, at Mackinac, Michigan.
m"ww. st Kickapoo, Ksosas Territory ; re-
appointed. :
REPORT OF JUDGE HOPKINS.

We publish the report which was submitted to
the House on Tuesdsy by Judge Hopkins, and con-
curred in by Mr. Florence, from the committes on
the Willett's Point investigation. It will be found
lucid, able, conclusive and intereating. The subject-
matter of the report in not of sufficient importance,
indeed, to be worthy of the ability of the paper;
but we publish it becsuse of the extraordinary
and malicions endeavora that have been made by
some of the newspspers of New York to foreclose
public opinion on the wubject of this investigation.
‘The high character of Judge Hopkins will be » suffi-
cient guarantes of the candor of his report ; and the
elevated standing which himaself, Mr. Florence, snd
Mesars. Wood and Hall, their repulilican colleagues
on this committes,all ocoupy in the House, will give
to their honorable acquitial of bath the Becretary of
War and Mr. Collector Echell from the imputations
cast upon their conduct, conclusive authority in the
country.

We have no remark to. make upon the subjects
discuased in this report. The document is itsell a
sufficient discnssion of them ; but, as this investi-
gation has been condneted with the most scandalons
disregard of all tho regularities and decencies which
are usually observed in official inquisitions of the
sort, we embrace the ocoasion to expresa our hearty
concurrence in the eloquant parsgrsphs with which
Judge Hopkins concludes his paper.

Woare really at a loss to know on what gronnd of
principle or precedent these congressional inquiai-
tions into character are made. That Congress hus
power to inquire into' the official conduct of the
agents of government and to censure or to commend,
ia clear ; but we cannot conceive by what precedent
or prerogative it is that all the common-law rules
which govern jndicial inquiries are disregarded by
these congressional committees, or how it is that the
license of the Btar Chamber and the arbitrary
truculence of the Inquisition are revived in our land of
liberty.

These inquisitions are taken ex parte from begin-
ning to end, in socret, and in a corner. Men are ac-
cused by and before them without their knowledge
snd their charactera, more precious than their lives,
aro assailed in secret recosses of the Capitol by a
system of Thuggism more ruthlesa than that of the
nsasssing of India. Not oniy are the principles of
common law but even those of common justice are
disregarded ; the accuser is not affronted with the
aconsed ; the absent are asaniled nnheard, and un-
conscious of impeachment; no opportunity for
cros-examination is allowed ; no appearance of the
ansailed is permitted, cither in person or by counsel ;
no specifications of distinct charges are required;
nor is the evidence confined to any specific charges ;
but the examiner is allowad to fish st large for acen-

sations in all the foul waters of hearsay and scandal ; |

and charges at random are allowed to be made
against the absent by every wiiness who may have
a grudge to gratify, a corrupt object to obtain, or a
mers desire to visit the seat of govermment at the
public expense and charge, to accomplish.

Nor is there any wholesome rile observed in the
granting of these investigations. A hireling letter-
writer here in Washington, in sn efiort to black-
mail a public officer, has but to write n string of
monstrous socusstions against him to some venal
newapaper having a large circulation ; and Congress
can be induced instantly to order an investigation of
the irreaponsible allegations on no better authority.

In the British Honse of Commons, the member
who moves an invesfigation is underatood to stake
his own character on the result; and, if he fails to
substantiate his charges, is disgraced forever in the
eyes of his fellow-members. Hence it is that no in-
vestigation is ordered unlesa the mover be of the
highest standing, and has a character to stake and
to lose on the result of his prosecution. Such a thing
»8 an asssult upon personal character as & means of
sdvancing psrtissn purposes, is unknown there snd
in all parts of the earth, except in our own country,
to which it has remained to institute s system of in-
vestigstions prompted by mero newspaper allegs-
tion, ‘engendered of mere partisan malignity, and
moved by men claiming ro knowledge of facts, but
willing to make themselves the dupes or the tools of
partisan slanderers.

The investigation being thus loosoly and listiossly
ordered, then come the aecret inquisitions against
the absent, through witnesses they are not allowed
to confront, who have license to testify upon every
conceivable act which can be possibly connected with
the immediate subjects of investigation. That man
must needs be an angel, indeed, who, under a pro-

" oesa of this sort, pursued in some secret recess of the

Capitol for soveral montha sta time, would come ount
with his name and character unimpesched. It is to
be recollected, too, that the mccuser in such inqui-
sitions may bring the press to his support, and by
continued publications of garbled and distorted por-
tions of the evidence, may poison and prejudice the
public mind on the subject for months at a time, be-
fore even snch partisl trnth as sach sn er parte
investigation can bring to light, can appear to cor-
rect the evil that may ba done.

We are aatinfied that it in only necessary to call
the attention of Uongress to this grave subject to
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| SECRETARY COBW'S LETTER ON AFRICAN EMI- ayatam. Bt f s over shouldbo wiling o roopen sn

GRATION.
The recent very able and conclusive letier of Bec |

importation which she resisted so early. in her his-
tory, and against which she so long protested in |

| retary Cobb, on the eabject of importing mu“'nin,-hewm ot least do so by direct and open

!alb-tl:b the Southern States, has attracted wome |
| animadversion from & small portion of the Bouthern
press. From the brief commentary upon it which
we copy from the Charleston Mercury, the reader
will be able to gather the line of objection which
| these papers urge against it. Weo mean no dis-
| paragement to the known' ability of the Mercury
| when we say that its objection to the argument of
| Governor Cobb is n very weak snd untsnsble one.
It certainly does not meet the reasoning of the Bec-
| retary ; nnd wo are at some loss to know how that |
reasoning can be met ot all, and upon what grounds !
any serious argument againat ita conclusions, can be
based. It was the remark of Dr. Johnson that the
wrong side of a question was the only one which ad-
mitted of the displuy of ability and ingenuity; as false
positions tax the genins to sustain them, while
true ones are gencrally self-evident, leaving little
room or necessity for argumentation. We have yet
to nee, however, any dispiay of ingennity or ability
in the advocacy of the proposed African emigration
scheme, sither na consistent with the laws of the
United Btates, or demanded by the interosts of Bouth-
ern agriculture or industry.

There can bono escape from the language of the law
of 1807. The law prohibits, after 1808, the importation
of negroes from any quarter of the world, whether
to be held as slaves, or ** to service or labor" as ap-
prentices. It was the clear intendment of the law
of Uongress to prohibit the importation of colored
pergons bound to do labor or service either for lifo
or for any shorter peviod ; and no candid debater will
contend that the object of importing negro emigrants
is anything else but to import negroes hound to do
labor or service for some period longer or shortor.
The only escape from this clear intendment of tho
act of 1807 would be by an attack upon its conatitu-
tiobality ; though that course would relieve the
action of Becretary Cobb from all objection, as his
duty is to administer the law as it is written, and not
to assume the prerogative of the judiciary by a nullify-
ing interpretation of it.

An asssult upon the constitationality of the act of
1807, however, would be futile; for the law is in
strict conformity in its language and scope to the
precise provision of the constitution on the sub-
ject. The law could only be assailed as too general
and comprehensive in the description of persons
whose importation into the country it prohibits; not
merely African negroes, not merely negroes being
prohibited, but “mulattoes” and “persons of [any]
color'’ and nativity provided only they be slaves or
bound to “service or labor,'" from whatever parts
of the earth they may be brought, Yet, comprehen-
sive as its language is, it s not so comprehensive
as the clouse of the constitution on which it is
founded. That el uses the general and compre-
hensive term “persons” without limitation, restric-
tion, or qualification :

** The migration and transportation of such ramsoxs ag
nuy of the Btates now existing sball think proper to ad-
mit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the
year 1808, but & tax or duty may be imposed on such
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person.’’

Thia is the only limitation imposed by the con-
stitution on the general power which that instrument
confers upon Congress over our foreign commerce
and intercourse, importations and exportations, so
far an persons are concerned ; and in the iimitation,
long ago expired, no reference is made to color or
place of nativity. That power is now general and
unlimited even by the local laws of the Btates ; and
whatever objection may be urged against the policy
of the law, or againat the expediency of reposing in
Congreas so comprehensive a power of exclusion as
to ‘““persons’’ ae this, yet “thus the law is written '
and there is no cscape from it except by repeal.

It seems to us that the distinction taken by the
Mercury botween emigrants and slaves cannot be
sustained. The inquiry is, not whether these Africans
waould come a8 emigrants or as slaves, for in either ovent
they are persons; but whether they would come bonnd
**to worvice or labor 7" If they are persona “of color,"”
and come under obligations to render service or labor
for but a day, a month, or a year, they come in express
contravention of a constitutional law of the Jand.
That the emigrants proposed to be imported by
Mesarn. Lafitte & Co. would come bound to service,
we are sure that the Mercury and all intelligent
men of the South will be too candid to deny.

It would meem preposterous to present the hy-
pothesis that these emigrants wonld come into our
ports a8 “‘free persons’’ of color ; we should almont
insult the intelligence of the country if we were to
advance the supposition of wild African savages
lured or captured from the const of Guinea coming
to our shores as free persons. Yel it is only on this |
monstrous protension that thoe enterprise in qnes-
tion could be countenanced. Allow the hypo-
thesis, however ; and even then the scheme would i
contravene the local laws of every southern Biate ;
for every one of those Btaten has enacted the mt|
rigid laws agsinst the admission of froe negroes
within its boundaries.

The scheme is thus impaled upon the horns of an |
nnavoidable dilemma. Either thuss African emigrants |
would come bound ‘“to wervice or labor,” or they |
would come as “free negroes.’” In the firat case,
they are prohibited by the sct of Congress; in the
second, they are excluded from every southera State
and many Btates of the North by local laws prohibit- |
ing their admission.

Under the violent supposition that they wonld
| come as free persons, their importation into the ports
| of such northern Btates as h#ve not prohibited the |
| ingross of [ree negroea into their borders, might not |

be unlawful; and, in this point of view, the clearance |
| of one of thess emigrant vesscls for a voyage to the |
| African coant, and rolurn to weme port in one of thess |
northern States, might be admissible ; but we imagine |
that there ave none at tha South who would find any

meaun, aod will diedain to resort to sublerfuge and
deception. 'Were it proposed by any forelgn power
to land upon her shores indefinite numbers of African
negroes upon condition thatthey should be respected
as freemen, she would repel the proffer with just in-
dignation and st every hassrd, If she could ever
admit these creatures into her borders at all; it would
only be as laborers subject to compulsory service ;
and she would scorn to compromise her character
before the world by attempting the trick upon the
public sentiment of pretonding that the black savagea
were to ho regarded as freemen.

Pm——————
ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH BPECULATION.

In yesterdsy's issue we made some ailusion to
the proceedings of the Atlantic Telegraph Company,
with refersnce to the late act of the Parliament of
Great Britain. It seems that these developments
have been formally Iaid before Congress, snd that
the Judiciary Committee of the Senate has been in-
vestigating the condition of things in the premises.

On yesterday, the Committee made a report to the
Senate, scoompanied by various doouments, explain-
ing tho reasons which prevent the Unfted States
government from entering into any contract with the
Atlantic Telegraph Company, giving to that com-
pany the aid of the government mentioned in the
act of the last Congreas. It seems that the company
has acted in direct violation of the law of Congress,
in conformity ta which the government loaned to the
company the ship Nisgars to assist in laying the
telegraph cable. TUnder these cirowmatances, ‘the
question as to the propriety of allowing thal ship to
remain longer in the service of that company is
worthy of i liate ideration.

If the company has violated the couditions of the
act of Congress, so that the contract contemplated
by that Jaw cannot be executod upon the part of the
United Stntes government, the ship Niagara camot
be permitted to remain in the employment of the
company, and the vessel ought to be ordered into
the government service immediately. The condi-
tiona of the loan of the ship, sud the payment of the
$70,000 per year for twenty-five years, are tho same.
If the money cannot be paid to the company, the
ships, for the sameo r tbel i

The Judiciary Commities reported to the Benate
that—

 No contract has been luded’’ with tho Atlsntic
'Telegraph Company, and that “the act of Parliament In-
corporsting the Atlantic Telegraph Company seems, in
some of its provisions, to render any contract with that
company inndmissible within the intent of Oow. ]
evidenced in the act authorising a comtract. " wet
of Parliament certainly imbodies » ~ontrolling power for
Great Britain over the company incompatible with ' the
provisions of the act of Cobgress.'’

]
NEWS BY TELEGRAPH.

Arrival of the Kangareo-—-Later from Europe.

Nuw Yonx, June 9.—The steamer Kangaroo, with
Liverpool dates to the 26th ult., has arrived.

Later nows from India had been received, but it is not
of general Importance.

Parliament had held s prellminary meeting on the sub-
ject of the principalities.

The Arabin's advices arrived in Liverpool on Sunday
morning, the 23d ult.

The tolegr‘:iphlo fleet would gail on the 29th on an ex-

tal trip.

The Dnited States ship Cruiger, loaded with ten, was
lost off Prida shoals. The crew were saved.

Lord Flgin and his colleagunes were, at the last advices
from Chinn, about to leave Bhanghnai for Peeking, whith-
er the flects wounld follow,

Later nows from Indis states that the rebels had been
driven from Ansquzar with great loss, and that Sir Colin
Campbell was hing on Rohilcund. 8

nndry engag
ments are reported, in which the rebels were defeated.
MARKATS,

Cotion.—Bales of the last threo dayw 16,000 bales, at
lecline of }d., incloding 4,000 bales to speculat and

m_ s U, a
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Resumption of Specvie Payments.
Cuanzearon, Juns 9.-—The banks of this city and
Humburg are to resumo specie payment forthwith.

$1. Corn is steady—white, ol 66 n 68 cents ; yellow at
68 a 71 cents, Provisione are duﬂ-—bﬂlkro!kﬂlsn
cents ; mess pork, $17 75. Whinkey Is dull at 203 a 21}
cents. Coffee fa dull—Rio, 10 » 11 centa.
——

IMPORTATION OF AFRICAN EMIGRANTS.
LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Tagasvry Deeanmixyy, May 22, 1858.
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Iaws, a8 they indicate very clearly the
the subject of African im

Prior to the lst January, 1808, the time fixed by the
constitution when Congress would he authorized to pro-
hibithsuch importation, the acts of 2d March, 1704, (1.947)
and 10th of May, 1800, (2.70) wero passed. These laws
indicate the strong tion felt at that time to the Afri-
con slave trade, The subsequent act of 2d March, 1807
(2.426) and 20th Apeil, lsls;ni'.l.lﬂﬂ] ng well as the ncts
of 3d Mnrch, 1819, (3.532) and 15th May, 1820, (3.600)

purpase of enfurcing their provisions by severe penalties
and itures. Thel ofthe alavehold-
ing States to 1808 exhibits the fact that the first
W taken for its suppression were inaugurated by them,

Is no subject npon which the statute books of our
country afford more concluslve evidence than the general
opposition everywhere felt to the continuance of the Afri-
can glnve trade.

By reference to the acts of 1794 and 1800 against the
slave trnde generally, it will be soen that their operation
was con to alaves e nomine, 'The first section of the
act of 1794 provides, *“That no citisen or cltizens of the
United States, or forelgner, or any other person coming
into or residing within the ssme, shall, for himself or
any other person whatsoever, cither as master, factor or
owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise propare any
ship or vessel, within any port or place of the said United
States; nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any
port or place within the same, for the purpose of carry-
ing on any trade or traffic in slaves to any forcign country;
or for the purpose of procuring, from any f king-
dom, place, or country, the inhabitants of such kingdom,
place, or country, to be transported to any foreign coun-
try, port, or place whatever, to be sold or disposed of m
slaves ; novd if any ship or vessel shall be so fitbed out, ns
aforosuld, for the said purposes, or shall be cansed to sail,
#0 a8 aforeenid, every such ship or vessel, her tackle, fur-

ture, apparel and other appurténances, shall be forfeit-
MMM Btates ; and shall be lable to be seized,

1,400 for export. _
Breadstuffs. —All qualities are dull snd deolining. The
wenther had been favotable for the crops,
Provisions quiet.
Consols 97} for money. ”

Further Particulars of the Utah News.

8r. Loums, June 8.—The Leavenworth correspondent of
the Republican learns from a man who left Camp Scott
on the Bth of May, that the most advanced trains, Rus-
sel's, Mafor's, and w%-wﬂ:dm n;la:::
Platte. The traine were ¥ un
reached the Big - Blue river, when the heavy rains oaused

An American, named Willinms, living near Leaven-
worth, received a lettor, dated from Balt Lake city, on
HIL:&, which represents everything as quiet in the
wallay.

Governor Cummings waa in the ot that date. The
pooplo had abandoned the idea of fighting, and had gone
to work on their farma.

ﬂu—l’qmuﬂnhﬁuﬁuﬂ wuthorfly,
had informed his followers to Mr. Cum-
ming s the future Governor, and to sid in the dis-

charge of his dutles.

The New Hampshire

Coxoonp, June 8.—The democrutic osucus :2‘
nominated Hon. Johin, 8. Wells for United States

e reslecion'of Joh F. Hel. - Nothow e given tn the

-

the re-slection of John

P.
Tuck 28.
Capsize of & Pleasure Boat and Less of Life.
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THE NEW ORLEANS VIGILANCE CONNITTEE

- ———
By laat ovening’s southern mall we recéived New Or.
leans papers of Thuredsy worning, the Id Instant. Th,
ome which

htwuu:

titu some of them have provided for
their unconditional exclusion, rance of translators, who have misunderstood terms,
Looking beyond the legislstion which has been bad on | giving them ahmlndwuﬁl&n
the subject by the general government, and the | truth warrants. cﬂﬂﬁulllﬂhm of the and
slaveholding and the non-slaveholding States, I may be | political fabric of China as & proof the character and
permitted to refer, in this otion, to the re- | condition of the ¢ have been misrepresonted ; for
peated and eimest efforts which have been made In every | no emplre, he y remarks, could 80 long, un-
section of the Union, to provide for the removal from our | luss it was founded in substantial justice, or unless its do-
midst, of this most unfortunate class. 1 t wis bealthy, W explain the di of Rome
the motives which bave induced these efforts with differ- its corruption. We attribute the perity of Chris-
ent persons, in different sections of the country, they sll nations to the virtue of the peo in Chinese,
exhibit an #t dosire to diminish rather than in Mr. Mead tends, have & he beucdits of
the free negro populstion. This public opinion, thus | gmilar mode of argument. of years, it is

in every form, ia familiar to every one, snd it

enterprise ! It cannot be the profita of the voyage!?
There are no African emigrants seeking a passage

: have no
Co. for
bringing them, The motive cannot be mere philan-
threpy, for it would confer no benefit upon these nsgroes
to bring them to our’shores, where, if permitted to lnnd
at all, it would only be to occupy our pest-hoses, hos-
pitals, and prisons.  To believe, under the circumsiances,
that there i & bane fide purpose, ot the part of Mossrs,
Lafitte & Co., to bring African emigranis to this country
to enjoy the rights and privileges of freemen, would re-
quire an amount of credulity that would justly subject
the person so belleving to the charge of mental imbeoili-
ty. The conviction is irreslstible, that the object of the
proposed g0 i to bring these *‘Afriean emigrants'
into the country, with the view either of making slaves
of them, or of holding them to service or labor. 1f wo,
it is an attenpt to evade the laws of the country on the
subject of African importation, to which I have cnlled
your attention.

Ordinarily, it would be an unsafe rule for s public offi-
cer to uot upon the suspicion of & purpose on the part of
another to violate the laws of the country, but in this
case it is put so clearly Leyond the reach of doubt, that
I think that you not only can, but that you are in duty
bound to net npon the presumption that it is the inten-
tion of Messrs. Lafitte & Co. 1o evale the lawa of the
United States, and you should accordingly refuse their
vessel the clearmnce nsked for, |

1 am, very respectfully,

HOWELL COBRB,
Becretary of the Treasury,

Wu. F, Cowock, Esq.,

Collector of the Customs, Charleston, 8. C.

L DUSITASE
[From the Charleston Meroury. |
‘We publigh in our columna & letter {:un the Seeret

would be doing great injustice to the intelligonce of Messrs. |

wull known, have seon no revolutions fu Chine. There
have been overthrows of dynnsty, ;
number, but no radical changes in the e
fabric, Is not this, instead of a prouf of stagnation
and death, ny it is popularly mﬂtﬂ.nw
e seal Tiving Jalh of the Chlaede,

! iving of the f . . A
not Buddhism, but the m

social and
- :t-wuprlm
beliefs, pure and clovated. In one es-

, pure. .
sential polnt it differs, however, from Christinnity, It
makos no distinction between the intelloctual and moml
nature of man, but teanches that whatever there Is of good
perceive, and that, having perceived it, the
inforence I3 that they follow it. To render men virln-
ons, therefore, educate them. In no country in the
world, not even in the United Slates, is lesrning so gen-
eml.  The entire civil functions of the e
in l.hl:’hmbdn 1 cluss, tralned pecty
em] mont, on avowed pul
ﬁsgt m::hln it:rﬂshb plmwng%:mnd M!gh
cans, much ng affect o deapise Chinese, might
take s lesson from In this purticular.

Mr. Meadows also refutes the notion that tho Chinest
are ill-fed, Their edibles, though different from. oum,
are nutritious ; and o wecker .

Y
of the Treagury to the port collector of Charleston for-

rica for the purpose of taking on bonrd African emigrants,
in acconlance with the United States passenger laws, and
returning with the same to a port in the United States.""
8o far as the right to import Africans from Africa, either as
slaves or apprentices, is concerned, the nct of 1807, cited
by the Secretary, appears to us to be conclusive ; but
most assuredly this act does no more prohibit the fwpor-
tation of emigranis from Africa than from Great Britain or
France. The npplication for the clenmnce of the ship
Richard Cobden for the const of Afiica is for the pur-
pose of tuking on board African emigrants, in ncoondance
with the United States passenger lawa.  Not one word is
sald in the application implying that these will
not be emigrants, but be slaves or appren RNot
one word Is used implying that they will be brought into
any of the southern States where stringen

ist prohibiting their They may be carrind to
thunwmﬁhmm;rhmt at all more burden.-
some than the ship-londs of paupers which have often

been sent there from Europa.
Tt appears (o us, thevsfore, that the Secrotary's instruc-

tions to the collector, forbidding him to grant a clear-
ance to the Richard Cobden, s hased on assumptions
that no ve officer has 2 right to make, and s

aasurpation not warranted by law. The Becretary

port collector are bound to adwminister the laws ns they
nre. I they are defective, It in the fault of the logisla-
tive power, which can rectify all defects. 'Iha&ﬁ'idlw

aguinst
strictly legul, in as
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